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|Unionisation of the sex industry has been halted for the
first time in the industry’s history after a recent wave of
fatalities prompted police to issue a media alert. In July,
2014 a young woman died in Doncaster – the first victim
in the industry of a “mysterious illness”. From that time,

and in following incidents, West Yorkshire Police have
been on high alert and have begun visiting brothels to

take a second look at the premises. In an attempt to halt
the fatalities, the Police media unit issued a media alert

to the Department for Work and Pensions, asking the
agency to support the sex industry by “signing up

venues to deal with workers in an occupational setting”.
The DWP, however, replied saying that “it is not in the
remit of the DWP to deal with the sex industry.” The

Union of Great Britain Sex Workers said: “For the first
time in their history, sex workers have been granted the

right to form a union of their own. “It is an historic
moment in the history of the sex industry and one that

has required every one of us to work hard, along with the
support of industry leaders, to achieve. “In a short time,
the union’s collective power will have a positive impact

on the lives of thousands of people working in the
industry.” In the future, sex workers will be able to vote
to form a union, which will be responsible for negotiating
with other organisations and employers on their behalf.
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The union was founded by sex workers, with Harriet
Wistrich, of the Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP),

serving as their sole
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